[Cable provider] Fights Back Against Outrageous Broadcast TV Rate Increase
The reaction in our community is unequivocal: Turn the station back on!  
The reason for the blackout: An impasse in a business negotiation that directly and immediately impacts [thousands/millions] of people. That’s what happens when corporate broadcasters like [broadcaster] demand unreasonable fee increases from local cable operators like [cable provider] and our customers to cover its declining business revenue. That’s unacceptable and it must change.
[This week/Yesterday, etc.], [broadcaster] took [TV station/call signals] off the air in [city/market] to strong arm [cable provider] into paying exorbitant fees to retransmit its broadcast signal. 
We negotiate in good faith to ensure availability of affordable programming. Our goal is to sign deals for the television programming our customers want at reasonable monthly fees and to avoid a situation where corporate broadcasters remove popular programs to play hardball in negotiations.  

But [broadcaster] is proposing to increase the cost to provide the signal by more than [XX] percent over the next three years. Corporations like [broadcaster] use broadcast TV fees to make up for lost advertising revenue and shrinking audiences: These fees rose about 30 times over the last decade while network primetime audiences fell by more than half, according to Nielsen and SNL Kagan.

Since [cable provider] doesn’t think it’s fair to place this financial burden on our customers, we are refusing to meet their demands. SNL Kagan has projected that broadcast retransmission fees will cost U.S. consumers and satellite and cable operators $11.6 billion by 2022, a 51 percent increase from 2016.  This is an unsustainable trend, which is why we’re fighting back.
[Broadcaster] and [cable provider] have reached a carriage agreement [XX] times in the past. This agreement has always been fair and reasonable, and reached without a disruption in service for [cable provider]’s customers. Unfortunately, that has not happened this time around. 
We would like to continue carrying [TV station/call signals] while we negotiate, but we’ve been told the rates are non-negotiable, and therefore [broadcaster] will not allow us to carry [TV station/call signals] during negotiations. 

If you would like to help us win our fight with [broadcaster] so we can once again broadcast [TV station/call signals], please call [phone number] and tell [broadcaster] you won’t accept a [XX] percent increase in cost to view [TV station/call signals]. Also, please visit KeepTheConnections.com for more information about this issue.

